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HT Lucknow

Survey declares
II'l-K top engineering
college of the country

GP Varma

= htciykanpur@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR: A wave of joy swept
across the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur (II'T-K) cam-
pus as the prestigious institute
was declared the best engi-
neering college in the country
by a recent survey conducted
by India Today and Nielsen
Company.

The IIT-K toppled 2013’s big
winner IIT-Delhi to achieve the
top spot among the best 25 engi-
neering colleges of India.

The institute won the honour
on the parameters of research
facilities, infrastructure, place-
ment, faculty etc.

Besides IIT-K; two more
engineering institutes of the
state were included in the cov-
eted list. While Institute of
Technology-Banaras Hindu
University (IT-BHU) clinched the
seventh rank, Indian Institute
of Information and Technology,
Allahabad, (ITI'T-Allahabad) was
placed 24th on the list. An over-
joyed Dr Manindra Agarwal,
dean of faculty at II'T-K and noted
scientist, said, “TIt is a matter of
pride for all of us. The hard work
of the students and faculty mem-
bers helped the institute attain
top rank over other engineering
colleges of the country.”

Not one to rest on the present
laurels, Agarwal said, “Now,
We are vying to become the

INDIA TODAY AND
NIELSEN SURVEY PUTS
THE PRESTIGIOUS
INSTITUTE ABOVE IIT-

SES——

best engineering college in the
world. We have constantly been
reviewing our activities, espe-
cially those related to research
and innovative programmes. We
hope this would put us on the
global map in the future.”

Registrar of the IIT-K RK
Sachan also expressed his
happiness over the institute’s
achievement.

“The IIT-K administration is
very serious about promoting
research in every discipline and
to bring the curriculum at par
with the top ranking institutes
of the world,” he said.

Senior professors of the IIT-
K, including Dr HC Varma, Dr
Mukesh Sharma and Dr RS
Anand, congratulated the stu-
dents on the accolade.

Rakesh, Nidhi and Swati, B
Tech students, hailed the per-
formance of the institute and
said it deserved the position.

Other institutes, which
secured the top ranks in the
survey, were IIT-Kharagpur,
IIT-Roorkee, IIT-Chennai,
BITS-Pilani, VIT-Vellore, Delhi
Technological University and
IIT-Guwahati.
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“IITs can reproduce faster than fungus” says MHRD
Minister Smriti Irani

Published on June 10, 2014by shivansh

http://my.fakingnews.firstpost.com/2014/06/10/iits-can-reproduce-faster-than-fungus-says-mhrd-minister-

smriti-irani/

Just sworn in as the MHRD Minister, Smriti Irani kept the age old MHRD tradition of squeezing in a dozen more
IITs at the start of the new government session.

She said that this was important for the growth and economy of Irani pariwar, as the only way her nephews could get
admission in the IITs was if every street had one.

One of the press reporters asked her what would happen if she fell short of streets for new IITs in the coming years.
She promptly replied that she will work along with the Infrastructure Minister to construct more streets to

accommodate newer IITs.

She is confident

This created tension amongst the directors of the current IITs and they held a conference to raise their concerns.
Smriti answered all their issues and convinced them about her decision by citing a recent research conducted at
Sweety University, which says that IITs can reproduce faster than fungus.

This research was conducted by the pest control officers, who also work as part time professors at Sweety University.
Convinced with the research, Directors decided to give their consent for opening new IITs only on one condition that
they get to be the directors of the new IITs, post retirement age. Smriti readily agreed.

“The IIT students are not very happy with my decision, however, seeing a general trend of being unhappy in their
lives, I can’t help it,” said Smriti, at a convocation ceremony.

Students are worried that this will bring down the brand value of the IITs. Students also showed a concern for the
severe faculty crunch and asked Smriti, “Where will you get enough professors from?”

She hastily replied that she knew a lot of people in the TV industry who could “play the role” of professors with their
natural acting skills. After hearing this, some of the students banged their head on the walls, while others safely

relied on weed.


http://my.fakingnews.firstpost.com/author/shivansh/
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Top US university sees sharp rise in Indian students

Sujit John,TNN | Jun 10, 2014, 04.34 PM IST

BANGALORE: One of the world's best academic institutions said the number of Indians in the institution
was multiplying.

Nicholas Dirks, chancellor of the University of California, Berkeley, who was recently in Bangalore, said
applications from India for the undergraduate programmes in the university was rising dramatically.

Last year, there were some 1,300 applicants from India for the undergraduate programmes, of which 150
were admitted. The number of admissions of Indians have doubled in the past five years, said Dirks, who
incidentally has spent significant time in India since his early life, can speak Tamil and is married to an
Indian-origin academic. He said that of the 5,000 international students in UC, Berkeley, 500 were
Indians. The university's total student strength is about 35,000.

UC, Berkeley, features routinely in the top ranks of most university rankings. In the 2013 Times Higher
Education World Reputation Rankings, Berkeley was ranked the world's 5th most prestigious university
and one of six globally recognized 'super brands'. US News and World Report has ranked Berkeley as the
No. 1 public university (Berkeley is government funded) in the world in each of the past 16 years.

The university's faculty, alumni, and researchers have won 72 Nobel Prizes, 15 Turing Awards, often
referred to as the Nobel Prize of computer science, and 11 Pulitzer Prizes. Its location in Silicon Valley has
meant it has - as has Stanford - very close links with the technology industry. Its alumni includes Google
chairman Eric Schmidt, Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak, Intel co-founder Gordon Moore, and Doug
Engelbart, inventor of the computer mouse.

"We are the gold standard in undergraduate education and in research," Dirks said. He said a lot of
students want to do startups. "Many will create their own careers," he said.

Dirks is an India scholar, and is married to Janaki Bakhle, who is currently associate professor in the
history department at UC, Berkeley. He first came to India in 1963 when his father, who was a professor at
Yale University, moved to Chennai (then Madras) on research work. Dirks developed an interest in Indian
culture and his most famous works, including The Hollow Crown: Ethnohistory of an Indian Kingdom,
Castes of Mind, and Scandal of Empire, deal with how British rule shaped the culture of the Indian
subcontinent, and how Britain's development came to be influenced by its colonies.

Dirks said he was impressed with the progress India had made in technology. "This hotel I'm staying in
has more technology than in any that I have stayed before in the world," he said.

He said he was keen on Berkeley students and faculty working together with Indian institutions to develop
inexpensive, usable and scalable projects in areas like new kinds of kerosene stoves, new ways to hook up
a smartphone to a biotech device that can, say, do an eye examination in half an hour.

He said several collaborations were already on, among them with the IITs, TIFR (Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research), Ashoka University. "We want to focus on areas like urban planning, energy,
climate change, sustainability, biotech, liberal arts education. Our faculty drives the collaborations. My job
is to put them together," he said, and added there was no proposal to establish an arm of the university in
India.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Sujit-John.cms
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